








how to talk to stupid people





Above all else, guard your heart, 
for it is the wellspring of life. 

Proverbs 4:23





Whoever corrects a mocker invites insult; 
whoever rebukes a wicked man incurs 

abuse. Do not rebuke a mocker or he will 
hate you; rebuke a wise man and he will 

love you. Instruct a wise man and he will be 
wiser still; teach a righteous man and he will 

add to his learning. 
Proverbs 9:7-9





Proverbs says... 
Don’t waste your time.



Stay away from a foolish man, for you will 
not find knowledge on his lips. 

Proverbs 14:7 

Better to meet a bear robbed of her cubs 
than a fool in his folly. 

Proverbs 17:12



He who walks with the wise grows wise, but 
a companion of fools suffers harm. 

Proverbs 13:20



Proverbs says... 
Don’t waste your money.



Of what use is money in the hand of a fool, 
since he has no desire to get wisdom? 

Proverbs 17:16



Proverbs says... 
Don’t waste your words.



Do not speak to a fool, for he will scorn the 
wisdom of your words. 

Proverbs 23:9





“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 
For in the same way you judge others, you 
will be judged, and with the measure you 

use, it will be measured to you.



“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust 
in your brother's eye and pay no attention to 
the plank in your own eye? How can you say 
to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out 

of your eye,’ when all the time there is a 
plank in your own eye?



You hypocrite, first take the plank out of 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly 

to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.



“Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not 
throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they 
may trample them under their feet, and 

then turn and tear you to pieces. 
Matthew 7:1-6





“If your brother sins against you, go and 
show him his fault, just between the two of 
you. If he listens to you, you have won your 
brother over. But if he will not listen, take 

one or two others along, so that 'every 
matter may be established by the testimony 

of two or three witnesses.’



 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if he refuses to listen even to the 
church, treat him as you would a pagan or a 

tax collector. 
Matthew 18:15-17





It is actually reported that there is sexual 
immorality among you, and of a kind that 
does not occur even among pagans: A man 

has his father’s wife. And you are proud! 
Shouldn’t you rather have been filled with 

grief and have put out of your fellowship the 
man who did this?



Even though I am not physically present, I 
am with you in spirit. And I have already 

passed judgment on the one who did this, 
just as if I were present.



 When you are assembled in the name of 
our Lord Jesus and I am with you in spirit, 
and the power of our Lord Jesus is present, 
hand this man over to Satan, so that the 

sinful nature may be destroyed and his spirit 
saved on the day of the Lord. 

1 Corinthians 5:1-5





Though you grind a fool in a mortar, 
grinding him like grain with a pestle, you 

will not remove his folly from him. 
Proverbs 27:22





STEP #1: 
Don’t assume someone is 
a fool until they prove it.





A fool trusts only himself.



He who trusts in himself is a fool, but he 
who walks in wisdom is kept safe. 

Proverbs 28:26 

The way of a fool seems right to him, but a 
wise man listens to advice. 

Proverbs 12:15





A fool shows 
no self-control 

& lives impulsively.



A fool shows his annoyance at once, but a 
prudent man overlooks an insult. 

Proverbs 12:16





A fool justifies evil.



Fools mock at making amends for sin, but 
goodwill is found among the upright. 

Proverbs 14:9 

A fool finds pleasure in evil conduct, but a 
man of understanding delights in wisdom. 

Proverbs 10:23





A fool lives only 
for the present.



The wisdom of the prudent is to give thought 
to their ways, but the folly of fools is deception. 

Proverbs 14:8 

In the house of the wise are stores of choice food 
and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has. 

Proverbs 21:20





The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and 

discipline. 
Proverbs 1:7





STEP #2: 
Challenge stupidity in 
yourself and others.



Do not answer a fool according to his folly, 
or you will be like him yourself. 

 
Answer a fool according to his folly, or he 

will be wise in his own eyes. 
Proverbs 26:4-5





STEP 3: 
Establish clear 

boundaries for yourself.



Like cutting off one’s feet or drinking violence is the 
sending of a message by the hand of a fool. Like a lame 
man’s legs that hang limp is a proverb in the mouth of a 
fool. Like tying a stone in a sling is the giving of honor to 

a fool. Like a thornbush in a drunkard’s hand is a 
proverb in the mouth of a fool. Like an archer who 

wounds at random is he who hires a fool or any passer-
by. As a dog returns to its vomit, so a fool repeats his folly. 

Proverbs 26:6-11





If you are wise, your wisdom will reward 
you; if you are a mocker, you alone will 

suffer. 
Proverbs 9:12





Don’t have anything to do with foolish and 
stupid arguments, because you know they 
produce quarrels. And the Lord’s servant 
must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind 

to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.



Those who oppose him he must gently 
instruct, in the hope that God will grant 

them repentance leading them to a 
knowledge of the truth, and that they will 
come to their senses and escape from the 

trap of the devil, who has taken them 
captive to do his will. 

2 Timothy 2:23-26










